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Welcome to the Ottawa Convention  
of the Liberal Party of Canada. 
It’s been a year of challenge, but there is nothing  
so resilient as the ideas of change and openness to  
the future which are at the core of the liberal idea. 

We draw inspiration from a great past, but even 
more important from our deep faith in our ideals 
and our country, Canada. United and effective, we 
are open to the challenge. 

There is no room in our hearts for either complacency 
or despair. The people of Canada need to see us at 
our best: positive, good humoured, and ready to 
offer the country our commitment to a better future 

and the talent and competence to make a difference.

I look forward to meeting you this weekend, to share ideas and perspectives, but 
above all to thank you for your deep commitment to our country and our Party. 

Bob Rae
Interim Leader of the Liberal Party of Canada 

Messages
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Welcome to Ottawa 2012.
This is the Convention where the future of the Liberal 
Party of Canada will be decided. 

As a Party, will we open up to our fellow citizens and 
become a Party engaged with the future and with all 
Canadians who have a stake in tomorrow? 

Will we become a broadly-based movement where  
effort, commitment and merit are the only things  
that matter? 

Will we invite all Canadians to select our leader or  
candidates for the next generation of Canadian politics 
on a fair, open and level playing field? 

Will we recognize that democracy and top-down accountability depend upon  
transparency and bottom-up accountability first? 

Will we roll up our sleeves, throw the democratic dice and trust in the judgment  
of ordinary Canadians? 

These are the fundamental questions that all Liberals must ask as they confront  
the decisions that will be put to them at this Convention.

I hope that, together, we prove the doomsayers wrong. Canada is too important  
to the world. The Liberal Party is too important to Canada. 

It’s time for Liberals to be bold – to vote for democracy, to vote for openness  
and to vote for a courageous political party of the next generation. 

Enjoy the Convention. 

Alfred Apps
National President of the Liberal Party of Canada
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I am delighted that you are able to join us 
here in Ottawa this weekend. 
Party staff and volunteers have been working hard for 
months to set the stage for this historic convention in 
the beautiful Ottawa Convention Centre. Please take a 
minute to say hello to a volunteer – hear their stories 
and make a friend. It is their incredible support and 
passion that allows our Party to take on challenges 
that we would otherwise be unable to tackle.

While the Convention agenda is packed with events 
and sessions and speakers that will have a broad  
appeal to all delegates, I’d invite you to take some 
time to look around, enjoy the magnificent surround-
ings inside and outside the Convention Centre, and, 
most importantly, reach out and meet fellow  

delegates and make friends from all over the country. Convention memories are  
meant to last a life time. Make Ottawa 2012 the most enjoyable, rewarding and  
fun convention we’ve ever had.

Ian McKay
National Director of the Liberal Party of Canada and Convention General Secretary 
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Welcome to Ottawa.
It is my distinct pleasure to extend a very warm  
welcome to all those participating in the Biennial  
Convention of the Liberal Party of Canada, taking  
place in Ottawa from January 13 – 15, 2012.

There is no better location for a national political 
party to gather than here in our nation’s capital. Our 
downtown has changed since your last visit and the 
spectacular new Ottawa Convention Centre provides 
a marvelous view of the symbol of Canadian democ-
racy – the Peace Tower.

As Mayor of the host city, I invite delegates, alternates 
and volunteers to explore the numerous civic as well 
as national treasures and historic sites, which Canada’s 
capital has to offer.

I would also like to take this opportunity to convey my best wishes to all the participants 
for a most productive convention.

Jim Watson
Mayor of Ottawa
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It is a great pleasure to welcome you to the  
Ottawa 2012 – Liberal Biennial Convention.
We have gathered at this time to engage the membership, listen to new ideas and re-
build our Party into a competitive, compassionate and pro-active political force for all 
Canadians. At this Convention we all have the opportunity to define what it means to 
be a Liberal and channel that into positive actions which will make our Party stronger.

The Convention Organizing Committee has put together an excellent program in  
response to input from hundreds of our members. We will make decisions that affect 
our structure, our policy and our Party leadership. We will also renew old friendships 
and make new ones. So enjoy your time in Ottawa, enjoy the Convention and be pre-
pared to be challenged, inspired and to bring out your very best to create a brighter 
future for all Canadians.

Taleeb Noormohamed
Convention Co-Chair 

Mauril Bélanger
Convention Co-Chair

Bonnie Crombie
Convention Co-Chair

Noushig Eloyan
Convention Co-Chair
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It was an honour to lead the party in the last election 
and it is a pleasure now to thank all of you for valiant  
efforts on behalf of Liberal values and Liberal can-
didates. We fought for programs of enduring value: 
affordable post-secondary education for young 
people, improved day care and early learning for our 
children and help for families caring for their loved 
ones at home. We sought—and will always seek—to 
make Canada a fairer and more just country for all our 
people. We sought—and will always seek—to balance 
fiscal responsibility with social justice. We sought—and 
will always seek—to maintain the national unity of our 
country at home and to enhance its reputation overseas 
as a beacon of tolerance and justice.

I know that what endures in politics are the principles and values our party has always 
fought for: the simple idea that we are all equal, that we advance together, that no one 
must be left behind, and that equal opportunity is the fundamental condition  
for economic and social progress. 

Zsuzsanna and I treasure the memory of fighting together with you for our values from 
coast to coast to coast, from small town to big city, from north to south, east to west, 
rural, urban and in between. We salute the devotion of the party workers who knocked 
on doors, answered telephones, got out the vote, donated their time and money to a 
great cause. We will never forget you. If we stand firm now and rebuild and reform a 
great party, the future will be bright for us and for the country we love. 

Michael Ignatieff

Thank You from Michael Ignatieff
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Program Overview

All events are held at the Ottawa Convention Centre unless otherwise specified.

This Program is subject to change. A detailed Daily Program will be available to  
delegates at the Document Centre, by scanning the QR code on the reverse of  
their badge and will be posted to our Convention website.

Thursday, January 12, 2012 

4:00 pm – 10:00 pm  	 Registration  
	 3rd Floor Foyer

Friday, January 13, 2012

7:00 am – 9:00 pm  	 REGISTRATION
	 3rd Floor Foyer

8:00 am – 11:30 am  	 COMMISSION BIENNIAL CONVENTIONS 
Aboriginal Peoples’ Commission 
Room 209

National Women’s Liberal Commission 
Room 207

Senior Liberals Commission  
Room 205

Young Liberals of Canada
Room 214 

________________________________________________________________________________

  	 CRITICS’ CORNER
Room 202

This new feature for the Convention allows delegates to  
engage directly with the Liberal Critics on their specific  
portfolios.

9:00 am – 9:45 am   	 Finance and Revenue, Small Business and Tourism, Asia Pacific  
	 Gateway, Human Resources and Skills Development, Labour
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10:00 am – 10:45 am 	 Rural Issues, Veterans Affairs

11:00 am – 11:45 am  	 Western Economic Diversification, Federal Economic  
	 Development Initiatives in Southern and Northern Ontario,  
	 Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency, Economic Development  
	 Agency for Quebec
________________________________________________________________________________

10:15 am – 11:45 am   	 DELEGATE SESSION
The Resilience of the Liberal Ideal 1 
(Open Microphone Session) 
Room 213

________________________________________________________________________________

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm    	 CONVENTION OPENING
Canada Hall

________________________________________________________________________________

1:00 pm – 1:30 pm      	 FUNDRAISING OVERVIEW
	 Canada Hall
________________________________________________________________________________

1:30 pm – 3:00 pm      	 DELEGATE SESSIONS

The Resilience of the Liberal Ideal 2 
(Roundtable Session) 
Room 213

The Resilience of the Liberal Ideal 3 
(Open Microphone Session)   
Room 214

How to Win an Election:  
The Right Tools for the Permanent Campaign   
Room 207	

Sense of the Convention:  
Recommendations from the National Board of Directors’  
“A Roadmap to Renewal”  
(Question and Answer Session)   
Room 205

ification économie de l’Ouest, initiative fédérale du  
	 développement économique pour le Nord et le Sud de l’Ontario,  
	 agence de p
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________________________________________________________________________________

      	 CRITICS’ CORNER 
	 Room 202

1:30 pm – 2:15 pm 	 Canadian Heritage, Citizenship and Immigration,  
	 Multiculturalism

2:30 pm – 3:15 pm 	 Fisheries and Oceans, Agriculture and Agri-Food,  
	 Natural Resources

3:30 pm – 4:15 pm 	 Environment, Water Policy, Post Secondary Education,  
	 Youth and Amateur Sport

4:30 pm – 5:15 pm 	 Justice, Access to Information, International Human Rights,  
	 Privacy and Ethics

________________________________________________________________________________

3:30 pm – 5:00 pm 	 DELEGATE SESSIONS

The Resilience of the Liberal Ideal 4 
(Roundtable Session) 
Room 213

How to Win an Election:  
Fundraising and Membership 
Room 207

RED Talks:  
Leveraging Social Media to Engage Members and Communities 
Room 214

Constitutional Amendments:  
(Question and Answer Session) 
Room 205

________________________________________________________________________________

5:15 pm – 6:15 pm       	 SPEECHES – candidates for LPC EXECUTIVE officers 
	 Canada Hall

________________________________________________________________________________

6:45 pm – 9:00 pm 	 WELCOMING CEREMONy AND PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES DEBATE 
	 Canada Hall
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Saturday, January 14, 2012

7:00 am – 10:00 am   	 REGISTRATION
	 3rd Floor Foyer

7:30 am – 8:00 am   	 BREAKFAST  
Canada Hall

8:00 am – 9:00 am    	 KEYNOTE ADDRESS
	 Canada Hall

Rethinking Government, Democracy and Politics for the Age  
of Networked Intelligence

Speaker:  Don Tapscott, Best Selling Author, Adjunct Professor, 
Rotman School of Management, University of Toronto

________________________________________________________________________________

9:00 am – 9:45 am   	 POLICY KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
Canada Hall

The Importance of Evidence Based Decision Making

Speaker:  Munir A. Sheikh, former Chief Statistician,  
Statistics Canada, Distinguished Fellow, Queen’s University, 
Visiting Scholar, Carleton University

________________________________________________________________________________

       	 CRITICS’ CORNER 
	 Room 202

9:30 am – 10:15 am  	 Foreign Affairs, National Defence

10:15 am – 11:00 am  	 Health, Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, Housing 

11:00 am – 11:45 am  	 International Trade, International Cooperation 

11:45 am – 12:30 pm  	 Intergovernmental Affairs, Democratic Reform,  
	 Official Languages, Public Works, Treasury Board and  
	 Government Operations, La Francophonie

________________________________________________________________________________
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10:00 am – 11:00 am      ALTERNATE DELEGATE PLACEMENT 
	 3rd Floor Foyer

________________________________________________________________________________

10:00 am – 11:30 am   	 DELEGATE SESSIONS

Evidence Based Policy:  
The Jobs We Want, The Jobs We Need 
Room 213

Evidence Based Policy:  
Democracy and Good Governance 
Room 207

Evidence Based Policy:   
Justice  
Room 205

Lessons Learned from the 2004 and 2008 U.S. Democratic 
Party National Campaigns
Room 214

________________________________________________________________________________

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm       VOTE - THE SENSE OF THE CONVENTION RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE  
	NA TIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ “A ROADMAP TO RENEWAL”   
	 Canada Hall

________________________________________________________________________________

1:00 pm – 2:00 pm         	CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT PLENARY 1 
	 Canada Hall
________________________________________________________________________________

2:00 pm – 3:30 pm      	 DELEGATE SESSIONS

Evidence Based Policy:  
A Vision for Canada’s Engagement Beyond Our Borders
Room 214

Evidence Based Policy:  
Sustaining Our Healthcare System: Transformative Change
Room 207
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Evidence Based Policy:  
Environment
Room 213		

Evidence Based Policy:  
Advancing Equality, Diversity and Social Cohesion
Room 205

________________________________________________________________________________

        	 CRITICS’ CORNER 
	 Room 202

2:00 pm – 2:45 pm   	 Seniors, Pensions, Status of Women

3:00 pm – 3:45 pm   	 Transport, Infrastructure and Communities, Industry and  
	 Consumer Affairs, Science and Technology

________________________________________________________________________________

2:00 pm – 8:00 pm        	VOTe – LPC EXECUTIVE AND COMMISSION OFFICERS 
	 3rd Floor Foyer
________________________________________________________________________________

4:00 pm – 5:00 pm        	CAUCUS ACCOUNTABILITY PLENARY   
	 Canada Hall

________________________________________________________________________________

5:00 pm – 6:30 pm         	CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT PLENARY 2   
	 Canada Hall

________________________________________________________________________________

6:30 pm – 8:30 pm          LAURIER CLUB RECEPTION   
	 Trillium Ballroom, 4th Floor

________________________________________________________________________________

7:30 pm – 9:30 pm          THE JUDY LAMARSH FUND RECEPTION 
	 The Exchange Pub and Restaurant Rideau Centre

________________________________________________________________________________

8:00 pm – 11:30 pm       YLC  PARTY 
	 Government Conference Centre  
	 (across the street from the Ottawa Convention Centre)



18 DELEGATE  handbook

________________________________________________________________________________
Sunday, January 15, 2012

8:00 am – 10:00 am   	 POLICY RESOLUTIONS PLENARY 
	 Canada Hall
________________________________________________________________________________

10:00 am – 10:30 am    	REPORT ON EVIDENCE BASED POLICY SESSIONS  
	 Canada Hall
________________________________________________________________________________

10:30 am – 11:00 am     	REPORT ON THE RESILIENCE OF THE LIBERAL IDEAL AND RIDING  
	RE BUILDING ROUNDTABLES   
	 Canada Hall
________________________________________________________________________________

11:00 am – 11:30 am      	VOTING RESULTS AND SPEECH BY THE PRESIDENT ELECT  
	 Canada Hall
________________________________________________________________________________

11:30 am – 12:00 pm     	CLOSING ceremony 
	 Canada Hall
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Ottawa 2012 – Liberal Biennial Convention

National President
Sheila Copps
Mike Crawley
Ron Hartling
Alexandra Mendès
Charles Ward

Vice-President (English)
Philip Chisholm
Chris MacInnes
James Morton

Vice-President (Francophone)
Imran Ahmad
Brigitte Garceau
Pierre Lajeunesse

National Policy Chair
Braeden Caley
Maryanne Kampouris
Daniel Lovell
Zach Paikin
Paul Summerville

National Membership Secretary
Leanne Bourassa
Matthew Certosimo
Kyle Harrietha
Kim Rudd
Mitch St. Pierre

Commission Officers

Aboriginal Peoples’ Commission
Co-Chair (Female)
Cherish Clarke

Co-Chair (Male)
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Vice-President (Finance)
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Vice-President (Youth)
Caroline Jacobson

Vice-President (Women)
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Candidates for National Executive and Commissions

Candidates are listed alphabetically within each category.
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National Women’s Liberal Commission 
President
Mary Pynenburg

Vice-President (Atlantic)
Wendy Robbins

Vice-President (Quebec)
Alexandra Kindrat

Vice-President (Ontario)
Carlene Variyan

Vice-President 
(Manitoba/Saskatchewan)
Jennifer Pereira

Vice-President 
(British Columbia/Yukon)
Sandra Loren

Senior Liberals Commission 
Co-Chair (English)
Kenneth D. Halliday
Harry Kielly

Co-Chair (Francophone)
Hélène Audren

Director (Atlantic) 
Gregg Guptill

Young Liberals of Canada 
President
Samuel Lavoie

Vice-President
Madeleine Webb

Vice-President (Policy)
Sean Sutherland

Vice-President (Finance)
Joshua Hutchinson
Eric Pegolo

Vice-President (Communications)
David Valentin

Vice-President (Organization)
Leah van Houten

National Women’s Liberal  
Commission Youth Representative
Audrey Caron
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Documents	

In an effort to make this Convention a green one, the Liberal Party of Canada  
made the the following documents available to delegates:  

• Liberal Party of Canada Constitution; 
• Policy Resolutions;
• Constitutional Amendments;
• Convention Rules;
• 2010 Audited Financial Statements; and
• Other reports

via one or all of these mechanisms: 

• included in Welcome Email to Delegates;
• posted to our Convention website (convention.liberal.ca); and
• provided on request at our Document Centre.

Location: 2nd Floor, Ottawa Convention Centre

Social Media 
There are a number of ways you can stay connected with the Liberal Party of Canada 
before, during and after the Convention.

www.facebook.com/LiberalCA

Liberal Party of Canada  @liberal_party and @liberal_wire 
Young Liberals of Canada  @ylc_jlc
Liberal Caucus  @liberal_party/caucus 

Convention hashtag:  #ott12 

www.youtube.com/user/liberalvideo

www.flickr.com/photos/lpc-plc
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Services

Registration
Personalized on-line pre-registration and payment was made available  
to all delegates.

On arrival, all delegates must visit Registration.

Location: 3rd Floor, Ottawa Convention Centre

Hours of Operation: 
Thursday, January 12	 4:00 pm – 10:00 pm
Friday, January 13 	 7:00 am – 9:00 pm
Saturday, January 14	 7:00 am – 10:00 am 	
Saturday, January 14 	 10:00 am – 11:00 am   Alternate Delegate Placement

Vote – the liberal party of canada executive and commission officers
Location: 3rd Floor, Ottawa Convention Centre

Voting Hours: 
Saturday, January 14		  2:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

Delegate Information Desk
Location: 1st Floor, Ottawa Convention Centre

Hours of Operation: 
Friday, January 13		  7:30 am – 6:00 pm
Saturday, January 14		  7:30 am – 6:00 pm
Sunday, January 15		  7:30 am – 12:00 pm

Admission to Sessions
Badges must be worn at all times. To replace lost badges, please report to Registration. 
Select sessions are closed to media and observers.

Donation Kiosks
To find out more about our donation programs, please feel free to visit our  
Donation Kiosks where our fundraising team is available to assist.

Location: 2nd Floor, Ottawa Convention Centre
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Hours of Operation: 
Friday, January 13		  8:00 am – 7:00 pm
Saturday, January 14	  	 8:00 am – 7:00 pm 
Sunday, January 15		  8:00 am – 12:00 pm

Liberal Boutique 
The wait is over! We are thrilled to announce the official launch of our Liberal Boutique. 
We invite you to visit the boutique and shop for Liberal branded products. Make a 
purchase and enter your name in a draw for a chance to win a Liberal Boutique package 
valued at over $100. All items are proudly made in Canada.

Location: 2nd Floor, Ottawa Convention Centre

Hours of Operation: 
Friday, January 13		  8:00 am – 7:00 pm
Saturday, January 14	  	 8:00 am – 7:00 pm 
Sunday, January 15		  8:00 am – 12:00 pm

Laurier Club Lounge
The Laurier Club Lounge is open to all current Laurier Club donors. 

Location: Room 201, Ottawa Convention Centre

Hours of Operation: 
Friday, January 13		  11:00 am – 10:00 pm
Saturday, January 14		  10:00 am - 6:30 pm 
Sunday, January 15		   8:00 am – 1:00 pm

Liberalist Lounge
Stop by the Liberalist Lounge for a chat with one of the many expert Liberalist users 
from around the country. Get a quick tour of the system, ask questions and see  
a few of the ways Liberalist can help you accomplish your riding’s goals. 

Location: 2nd Floor, Ottawa Convention Centre

Hours of Operation:
Friday, January 13,		  9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Saturday, January 14		  9:00 am – 5:00 pm
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Food Lounge
Delegates will be able to purchase food on site from kiosks run by the Ottawa  
Convention Centre.

Location: 4th Floor, Ottawa Convention Centre 

Hours of Operation: 
Friday, January 13 		  7:30 am – 5:00 pm
Saturday, January 14 		  7:30 am – 5:00 pm
Sunday, January 15		  7:30 am – 12:00 pm

For your convenience, you may also visit the food court of the Rideau Centre mall, con-
nected to the Ottawa Convention Centre, or the many restaurants of the Byward Market.

Internet Café
Location: 3rd Floor, Ottawa Convention Centre

Hours of Operation: 
Friday, January 13			  7:30 am – 9:00 pm
Saturday, January 14		  7:30 am – 6:00 pm
Sunday, January 15		  7:30 am – 1:00 pm

Prayer Room 
Location: Room 107, Ottawa Convention Centre

Hours of Operation: 
Friday, January 13 		  7:30 am – 6:00 pm
Saturday, January 14 		  7:30 am – 6:00 pm
Sunday, January 15		  7:30 am – 12:00 pm

Official Photographer 
Many memorable and historic photographs have been taken over the years at Liberal 
conventions. The Liberal Party of Canada will record images that will be considered  
official photographs of the Ottawa 2012 – Liberal Biennial Convention and will be 
copyrighted to the Liberal Party of Canada. 



25

These photographs may be published to our website, shared with media representa-
tives, published in Liberal Party of Canada promotions and kept in Party archives, 
without further notification to Convention participants. Entrance will be considered 
approval of any potential publication or use of photographs and footage from the 
Ottawa 2012 – Liberal Biennial Convention, including a waiver of the right to any 
compensation, as well as any other claim (including, without limitation, claims based 
on invasion of privacy, defamation or right of publicity) arising out of the use of the 
photograph and footage in the context described above and in future print,  
on-line or television advertising campaigns of the Liberal Party of Canada.

Tourism information DESK
As our nation’s capital, Ottawa offers visitors a wealth of quintessentially Canadian  
experiences. Impressive national sites greet delegates around every corner in Ottawa. 
For all tourism inquiries, delegates are invited to visit the Tourism Information Desk. 

Location: 2rd Floor, Ottawa Convention Centre

Hours of Operation: 
Friday, January 13			  9:00 am – 5:00 pm

Volunteers 
The success of the Ottawa 2012 – Liberal Biennial Convention greatly depends on the 
dedication and help of our 300 volunteers from the Ottawa region and across Canada. 
Their commitment reflects their enthusiasm in helping to rebuild our Party. Volunteers 
will be clearly identifiable by their badges and red shirts, and they are eager to assist all 
delegates. Please feel free to ask them for assistance throughout the Convention.

Lost and Found
Please bring all lost objects, including badges, to the Delegate Information Desk.

Location: 1st Floor, Ottawa Convention Centre

Hours of Operation: 
Friday, January 13			  7:30 am – 6:00 pm
Saturday, January 14		  7:30 am – 6:00 pm
Sunday, January 15		  7:30 am – 12:00 pm
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1874 - Secret Ballot

1896 - Western Immigration Strategy

1900 - Department of Labour

1927 - Old Age Pensions Act

1936 - Canadian Broadcasting Corporation

1940 - Unemployment Insurance

1945 - Helped found the United Nations

1947 - Canadian Citizenship Act

1949 - Helped found the North Atlantic  
                   Treaty Organization

1956 - Canada Council for the Arts

1965 - Canadian Flag

1966 - Universal Medicare

1966 - Canada Pension Plan

1969 - Official Languages Act

1971 - Multicultural Policy

1971 - Status of Women Office

1982 - Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms

1984 - Canada Health Act

1995 - Firearms Act

1997 - Canada Child Tax Benefit

1998 - Eliminated the deficit and balanced  
                   the budget

2000 - Clarity Act

2002 - Ratified the Kyoto Protocol

2004 - New Deal for Cities and Communities

2004 - 10-year Health Care Agreement

2005 - Civil Marriage Act

2005 - Kelowna Accord

2005 - Tabled the eighth consecutive  
                    balanced budget

The Liberal Party of Canada

History
The Liberal Party of Canada is the only federal political party that has operated continu-
ously since Confederation. The Party’s roots trace back to the early democratic reformers, 
including William Lyon Mackenzie, Louis-Joseph Papineau, Joseph Howe, Robert Baldwin  
and George Brown. There have been nine Liberal Prime Ministers of Canada. Their govern-
ments have been responsible for shaping the very fabric of Canada’s public institutions. 

Here are just a few of the accomplishments of Liberal governments:
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Victory Fund 
Building trust and policy that Canadians care about takes time and money. The Victory 
Fund is the simplest and most affordable way to support the Liberal Party of Canada 
and helps us pursue our ambitious goals both nationally and locally. 

The Victory Fund works like this: 
You make small, monthly contributions of $10 or more: Part goes to the national office 
and part goes to the riding of your choice. 

After a generous year-end tax credit of up to 75 per cent, your minimum $10 monthly 
donation to the Victory Fund will cost you as little as $2.50 per month. Please help the 
Victory Fund grow and we can begin to build the Canada of tomorrow, today. 

Laurier Club 
In 1918, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Prime Minister of Canada from 1895 to 
1911, established the Laurier Club. He sent out 600 letters to busi-
ness, professional and community leaders and began a tradition 
that would bring members together for generations in support 
of the Liberal Party of Canada. 

Today, the Laurier Club remains a gathering place for community 
and industry leaders, professionals and involved Canadians, all 
of whom have come together to continue supporting the Liberal 
Party of Canada and its role as a leading democratic institution. 

With an annual donation of $1,200 to the Liberal Party of Canada, or $600 for those  
under 35 years of age, paid through monthly donations or a one time gift, donors 
achieve Laurier Club status. We invite you to join in this tradition and secure your  
personal stake in the momentum the Liberal Party generates across Canada. 

As a valued Laurier Club donor we offer you the following benefits: 

•	 Invitations to exclusive Laurier Club functions across the country,  
attended by prominent members of the Liberal Party; 

•	 The occasion to meet business and community leaders with similar values; 

•	 The opportunity to receive an inside look at the world of politics, while  
growing civic skills through an established network of Laurier Club contacts; 

•	 Insider updates and briefings through our quarterly e-newsletter; 

•	 A Laurier Club lapel pin, which symbolizes support of the  
Liberal Party of Canada; and

•	 The knowledge of being an instrumental component in carrying a winning 
Liberal message to Canadians.
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Ottawa Convention Centre

Sustainability
The Liberal Party of Canada is proud to host delegates at the Ottawa Convention  
Centre, an environmentally sustainable event. Here are a few ways in which  
we are achieving this:

•	 We have chosen one of the greenest convention venues  
in Canada 
Designed to LEED Silver certification levels, the Ottawa Convention 
Centre demonstrates an extraordinary commitment to energy and 
water efficiency, waste reduction, and environmentally-friendly 
building materials. The evidence is all around you. Have a look at 
the Wall of the Three Rivers, which was made with logs salvaged 
from the bottom of the Ottawa River.

•	 Limiting use of plastic water bottles 
Instead, please help yourself to purified water available from  
the many water coolers and visit our Liberal Boutique to see  
the reusable water bottle selection.

•	 Well-managed Canadian forests 
All paper, including the pages of the Delegate Handbook that you 
hold in your hands, comes from certified sustainably-managed 
Canadian forests. For more information regarding responsible 
printing, please see the Documents section of this Handbook.

•	 We’re Composting 
All food waste generated at the Convention will be composted 
through the City of Ottawa’s green bin program.

•	 Food Sense 
All excess food will be donated to local shelters and food banks.

•	 Coffee Sense 
Coffee served on site is made from shade-grown, fair trade,  
and organically grown coffee beans. 
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